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Wing from 
carpal joint. Tarsus. 
in. in. 


Typical Aquila albicans : 
9. Shoa: British Museum ...... 21:3 3°83 
Largest of ten Abyssinian specimens 
in British and Norwich Museums 
(sex undetermined)....... .... 21:6 3'3 
Smallest of ditto (ditto).......... 19:7 30 
Aquila vindhiana : 


g. India (W. Ewer): Norwich Mu- 


Seuri E TEE, 19:8 3°0 
Q9. Ditto (ditto): ditto 21:1 3:0 
Presumed 9. N.W. India (W. E. 

Brooks): Norwich Museum .... 21:8 əl 


For the sake of comparison I may quote the following 
measurements of A. vindhiana from Mr. Hume’s ‘Scrap- 
book, p. 178 :— 


Length of 
wing. 
in. 

Largest olffive males eere T 20'4. 
Smallest of ditto e T 195 
Largest olseven females m ans ine tener 21°75 
Smallest of ditto ..... ees nee KK aooo 20°75 


XX.—Notices of Recent Publications. 
[Continued from p. 127.] 


13. Mosenthal and Harting’s ‘ Ostrich-farming.’ 

{Ostriches and Ostrich Farming. By Julius de Mosenthal and James 
Edmund Harting. 8vo, pp. 246. London: 1876.] 

The new industry of Ostrich-farming, and the exhibition of 
the various sorts of feathers in the late Vienna Exhibition, 
appear to have suggested the writing of this book, although 
other motives may have contributed to it. Had the authors 
confined themselves to their original limits, or extended them 
only to include an account of the Rheas, the feathers of 
which alone of the other Struthious birds have any commercial 
value, the purpose for which the work was undertaken would 
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have been fulfilled. But we venture to think that the history 
of the Emus, Cassowaries, and Kiwis, which occupies a large 
portion of Mr. Harting’s share of the work, while of no use 
to the Ostrich-farmer, will scarcely prove of much service to 
the scientific ornithologist. The matter which it contains, 
so far as we can see, throws no new light on the subject*, 
and is chiefly compiled from books which are quite amongst 
the most accessible of all ornithological literature. 

The portion of this work relating to the Ostriches and the 
Rheas, as well as to the system of farming the former, con- 
tains many useful details, and will doubtless serve the purpose 
for which it was written. | 

Several spirited drawings accompany this book; but the 
scenes depicted, to a great extent, illustrate hunting these 
birds rather than the more peaceful occupation of. farming 
them. Perhaps in these early days of the latter process Os- 
trich-catching forms a prominent feature. 


14. ‘Bulletin’ of the Zoological Society of France. 

[Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France pour l’année 1876. Pre- 
mière Année, 1°, 2° et 3° parties. Paris, au siége de la Société, Quai 
des Grands-Augustins 55. 1876.] 

The institution of a new Zoological Society in France must 
be a subject of much congratulation among naturalists, of 
whom all, we are sure, will wish the founder and promoters 
every sort of success. We see several ornithologists named 
in the “ bureau” of the new Society, and may therefore ex- 
pect ornithological contributors to the journal, of which, 
indeed, there are several in the first number. 

The president, M. Jules Vian, commences the new journal 
with an article on the specimen of Phaleris psittacula which 
was captured in Sweden in 1860 (Ibis, 1869, p. 221), and gives 
a figure and description of its skeleton. The second portion of 
M. Vian’s paper relates to Mormon grabe of Brehm, which 


* The statement (p. 102) concerning the breeding of Casuarius aus- 
tralis in the Jardin des Plantes might claim to be an exception to this 
remark; but we believe this is an error, and that the “ Casoar de Nouvelle 
Hollande,” i. e. Dromeus nove hollandie, was the bird that really bred at 
Paris, as it has in many other places in England and on the Continent. 
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has recently occurred on the west coast of France, and of 
which he vindicates the claims to be recognized as a valid 
species*, Here are two new subjects for Mr. Dresser to 
consider. 
Next we have (p. 36) a joint paper by Mr. Sharpe and M. 
Bouvier (the Secretary of the new Society) on a collection of 
birds made by M. Petit in Congo, containing representatives 
of about 100 species, and amongst them anew Psalidoprocne, 
which is described and figured as P. petiti. M. Louis Bureau 
follows with a good essay upon the vexed question of the dif- 
ferent plumages of Aquila pennata, of which he has had the 
good fortune to obtain five nests on the Lower Loire. In 
parts ii. and iii. MM. A. Besnard and A. Lacroix, each, con- 
tribute notes on some of the rarer birds of France, such as 
Turdus varius of Pallas, Falco concolor, and a Stonechat re- 
ferred by the latter, somewhat doubtfully, to Saxicola squalida 
of Eversmann. But the most important ornithological paper 
in the number is the first portion of a “ Revue critique de la 
Faune Ornithologique de la Sibérie Orientale,” by M. Tac- 
zanowski of Warsaw. ‘This is mainly based upon the large 
collections made by Dr. Dybowski, who, as is well known to 
ornithologists, has been actively engaged in collecting birds 
in Eastern Siberia during the past ten years, and embraces a 
revised résumé of the memoirs upon his investigations already 
published in the ‘ Journal fiir Ornithologie.’ 


15. D’Hamonville’s Catalogue of the Birds of Europe. 

[Catalogue des Oiseaux d'Europe ou énumération des espèces et races 
d'oiseaux dont la présence, soit habituelle, soit fortuite, a été dûment con- 
statée dans les limites géographiques de l'Europe, par J. ©. L. T. D’Ha- 
monville. 8vo, pp. 74. Paris, Bailliére; London, Quaritch: 1876.] 

This contains the names of the birds of Europe in Latin 
and French, according to the nomenclature of Degland and 
Gerbe, with a slight indication of their distribution. A few 
footnotes on doubtful species and rare occurrences are added. 
M. D’Hamonville means well, but is hardly “ up to the mark,” 


we fear. 
* See Mons. Olphe-Galliard’s letter on this bird, Ibis, 1875, p. 267. 
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16. Brown’s Travels in British Guiana. 

[Canoe and Camp-life in British Guiana. By C. Barrington Brown, 
Assoc. R.S.M., late Government Surveyer in British Guiana. 1 vol. 8vo. 
London, Stanford: 1876.] 

This interesting narrative of Mr. Brown’s various excur- 
sions while executing his office of Surveyor of British Guiana 
is replete with notes and observations on natural history. 
Many of these relate to birds, such as those on Rhynchops 
(p. 95), Chasmorhynchus variegatus (p. 123)*, Sturnella ludo- 
viciana (p. 167), Acanthylis collaris (p. 219), Cancroma co- 
chlearia (p. 257), and Opisihocomus cristatus. Mr. Brown 
is well known to geographers as the discoverer of the cele- 
brated Kaieteur waterfall on the Upper Essequibo, which 
appears to be frequented by “‘ myriads of millions ” of a large 
Swift (Acanthylis collaris sive zonaris). The nesting-place 
of Steatornis, in a cave on the Upper Mazaruni (see p. 286), 
is, so far as we are aware, quite a new discovery, as are like- 
wise the nesting-habits of Ortalida motmot and Odontophorus 
guianensis (p. 871). The explanation of the curiously formed 
wing-feathers of Penelope pipile (p. 387) is likewise new to us. 


17. Ornithological Results of the ‘Gazelle’ Expedition. 

[Uebersicht der auf der Expedition Sr. Maj. Schiff ‘Gazelle’ gesam- 
melten Vogel. Zusammengestellt von J. Cabanis und A. Reichenow. 
Journ. f. Orn, 1876, p. 3197. | 

The German 8.8. ‘Gazelle’ conveyed the astronomers of 
that nation to Kerguelen’s Land for the observation of the 
Transit of Venus in December 1875. A large collection of 
birdskins, birds in spirit, skeletons, and eggs was formed 
during the voyage, principally by Dr. Hiisker, the medical 
officer, in the above-named island, and in other places visited 
during the voyage round the world (Fyi Islands, New Ire- 
Jand, New Hanover, Timor, and New Guinea). Altogether 
examples of 143 species of birds were obtained, which are 
enumerated by Messrs. Cabanis and Reichenow in the present 

* On the discovery of this species in British Guiana, see Ibis, 1869, 
j. 462. 
: + We may remark that the number containing this paper, although 
dated “ July 1876,” was not issued to the subscribers uutil January 1877 ! 
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paper. Five species are characterized as new to science, 
namely :—Rhipidura fuscovirens, from New Guinea; Gracula 
gnathoptila, from New Hanover; Trichoglossus flavicans, from 
New Hanover; Mdirhinus globifer (new genus and species 
of Fruit-Pigeons), from New Ireland; and Megapodius hues- 
keri, from New Hanover. A new genus, Melidipnus, is made 
for Ptilotis megarhynchus, Gray, from New Guinea. New 
Hanover, which, so far as we know, has not been previously 
visited by a collector, lies just to the west of New Ireland, and 
belongs, no doubt, to the Papuan subregion. The following 
is a list of the species procured in this new locality :— 


1. Sauloprocta melanoleuca. 11. Lorius hypcenochrous. 

2. Monarcha cordensis. 12. Trichoglossus flavicans. 

3. Monarcha lucida. 13. Carpophaga (Globicera) pacifica, 
4. Lalage karu. l4. Macropygia turtur. 

5. Campephaga plumbea. 15. Lamprotreron superba. 

6. Lamprotornis metallicus. 16. Œdirhinus globifer. 

7. Gracula gnathoptila. 17. Megapodius hueskeri. 

8. Halcyon sacra. 18. Totanus incanus. 

9. Calyptorhynchus banksii. 19. Anas superciliosa. 
10. Eclectus polychlorus. 


18. Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club. 

[Quarterly Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, Cambridge, 
Mass. Nos. 1-4 (1876). Cambridge, Mass. Published by the Club. | 

We see with pleasure that our American friends have estab- 
lished a new ornithological club, called after one of the most 
classical and revered names in American ornithology. Four 
numbers of its ‘ Bulletin, forming the first volume, are 
now before us. Mr. J. A. Allen is its editor, assisted by 
Prof. Baird and Dr. E. Coues, than whom, we need hardly 
say, three more efficient persons, qualified for the task, could 
not have been found. 

The papers in the first four numbers of the Bulletin are 
mostly short, and principally devoted to local matters. Mr. 
W. Brewster (p. 1) describes and figures a new Helmintho- 
phaga, of which a single specimen was procured in Massa- 
chusetts in 1870. It is named H. leucobronchialis, and is 
most nearly allied to H. chrysoptera. In the second number 
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(p. 46) Dr. T. H. Streets describes a new Duck from Wash- 
ington Island, one of the Fanning group in the Pacific, which 
he proposes to call Chaulelasmus couesi. It is in plumage 
like C. streperus in winter dress, but much smaller in size. 
In the third number Dr. E. Coues gives some interesting re- 
marks on the number of the primaries in the Oscines. In 
the fourth number is an excellent paper by Mr. Ridgway on 
geographical variation in Dendreca palmarum, and Dr. Mer- 
rill, in his “ Notes on Texan Birds,” introduces several species 
as new to the United States. Notices of new publications 
are given in the last three numbers. 


19. Palmén’s Migration-routes of Birds. 


[Ueber die Zugstrassen der Vogel von J. A. Palmén, Docent der Zoo- 
logie an der Universitat Helsingfors. Leipzig, Engelmann. 1 vol. 8vo, 


pp. 292. ] 

Some of our readers may be acquainted with an excellent 
academic dissertation, “Om Foglarnes Flyttnings vägar,” 
published by Prof. Palmén at Helsingfors in 1874. We have 
now 4 revised and augmented translation of the above-named 
work in a tongue better known to most English naturalists, 
and well worthy of their study. It is an attempt to answer 
the question, What routes are taken by migratory birds from 
their breeding-places to their winter-quarters and back again ? 
For good reasons, explained by our author, special attention 
is given to some. twenty species which breed in the Polar 
islands, or only in the extreme north of Europe, in order to 
solve this problem; and their distribution at different seasons 
throughout the Old World is carefully studied. An outline 
map shows at a glance the results arrived at as regards the 
arctic categories of migrants. But much more work remains 
to be done before any thing like a complete answer can be 
given to the problem which Prof. Palmén is studying. 


20. Dr. Streets’s Account of the Fanning Islands. 


[Some Account of the Natural History of the Fanning Group of Islands, 
By Dr. Thomas H. Streets, U.S. N. Amer. Nat. xi. pp. 65 (1877). ] 


An interesting notice of the birds of the Fanning group 
of islands, in the Pacific, is given in the ‘ American Naturalist ’ 
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for February last. Fanning’s group consists of four coral- 
islands, lying a little north of the equator, between 157° and 
162° W. long. One of them, Washington Island, is remark- 
able as possessing a peculiar species of Parrot (Coriphilus 
kuhli*) and another land-bird, probably a Flycatcher, speci- 
mens of which were obtained by Dr. Streets, but have disap- 
peared in the “ general collection of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution.” We trust they may be rediscovered, as also those 
of an allied species from “Christmas Island,” which have, — 
for the present, met with a similar fate. There is likewise a 
Duck (Chaulelasmus couesi), allied to our well-known Gad- 
wall, peculiar to Washington Island; and this and the other 
islands are resorted to by several species of oceanic birds for 
breeding-purposes. 


21. Dr. Ogden on a supposed new Paradise-bird. 

[Remarks on Ptilorhis wilsonii, Ogden. By J. A. Ogden, M.D. Proc. 
Acad. Nat. Sc. Phil. 1876, p. 182.] 

In the ‘ Proceedings’ of the Academy of Sciences of Phila- 
delphia for 1875 (p. 451) Dr. Ogden described and figured a 
new Rifle-bird as Péilorhis wilsonii, from a mounted speci- 
men in the Academy’s collection. Incited to further inquiries 
by Mr. D. G. Elliot, Dr. Ogden has now discovered that the 
legs and feet of the specimen are “ those of another bird,” and 
it remains more than questionable whether this supposed 
species is distinct from P. magnifica. 


22. Prejevalsky’s Mongolia and Northern Thibet. 


[Mongolia, the Tangut Country, and the Solitudes of Northern Tibet, 
being a Narrative of Three Years’ Travel in Eastern High Asia, by Lieut.- 
Col. N. Prejevalsky. Translated by E. Delmar Morgan, F.R.G.S.; with 
Introduction and Notes by Col. Henry Yule, C.B. Two volumes. Lon- 
don, 1876: Sampson Low & Co.] 

Though not a strictly scientific work, no naturalist should. 
omit to read Col. Prejevalsky’s narrative, containing, as it 
does, numerous allusions to birds and other animals through- 
out its interesting pages. Col. Prejevalsky started from 
Pekin, and, travelling south-west, crossed the Hoang-ho at 


* Of, Sclater, P, Z, S. 1876, p. 421. 
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the most northern part ofits great bend. Then turning along 
its south bank for 250 miles, he recrossed it at Ding-hu, and 
proceeded into Alashan, a wild and barren mountain-district, 
lying to the south of the Gobi. Here, we believe, most of 
his best zoological discoveries were made. In a second ex- 
pedition in 1872, Col. Prejevalsky succeeded in penetrating 
far beyond Alashan, through the little-known Chinese pro- 
vince of Kansu, to the large lake of Kokonor, the original 
aim of his journey. In a winter-journey from Kokonor he 
finally penetrated to the banks of the Upper Yang-tze, only 
500 miles from L’hassa, where only want of funds stopped 
his further progress. 


23. Rowley’s ‘ Ornithological Miscellany.’ 

[Ornithological Miscellany. Edited by George Dawson Rowley, M.A., 
F.LS., F.Z.8., Member of the British Ornithologists’ Union. Part VI. 
London, 1877: Triibner & Co. | 

The sixth part of Mr. Rowley’s ‘ Ornithological Miscel- 
lany, a work of the general character of which we have 
already spoken, contains the commencement of a memoir of 
much importance to English ornithologists. We have just 
spoken of Col. Prjevalsky’s ‘Travels in Mongolia,’ and of 
the many zoological discoveries which he made; but the tech- 
nical portion of the work relating to the birds was not included 
in Mr. Morgan’s English edition. Aware of its importance 
to naturalists, Mr. Rowley has now had a translation of this 
part of it made by Mr. F. Carl Craemers, the first portion of 
which, embracing an account of 117 species met with by 
Colonel Prjevalsky in Mongolia, the Tangut country, and the 
solitudes of Northern Thibet, is included in the present num- 
ber of the ‘ Ornithological Miscellany,’ with a promise of the 
remainder to follow. The plates of the original work are 
also faithfully reproduced. The new species described by 
Colonel Prjevalsky are :—Caprimulgus plumipes, from China ; 
Ruticilla alaschannica, from the Alashan mountains; Calliope 
tschebaiew?, from the Kansu mountains; Pecile affinis, from 
the Alashan and Kansu; and P. superciliosa, Lophophanes 
dichroides, and Merula kessleri, all from the Kansu mountains. 
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Mr. Rowley also gives us in his present number excellent 
figures of Platycercus rowleyi, a lately described species from 
New Zealand, of Chalcophaps indica, and of the almost extinct 
Labrador Duck (Somateria labradoria). A disquisition on 
some of the extinct birds of the Mascarenes is also included 
amongst the varied contents. 


24. Mulsant s ‘ Histoire Naturelle des Oiseaux-Mouches,’ 


* [Histoire Naturelle des Oiseaux-Mouches ou Colibris, constituant la 
famille des Trochilidés. Par E. Mulsant et feu Edouard Verreaux. 4to, 
T. ii. Livr. 3 & 4; T. iii. Livr. 1 & 2. Lyon: 1876. } 

Since our last notice (Ibis, 1875, p. 510) Mons. Mulsant 
has made steady progress with his work, so that now two 
thirds of it have been issued, six more Livraisons alone re- 
maining for its completion. The four Livraisons nòw before 
us seem quite equal in execution to those which have preceded 
them; and as the matter contained in them embraces refer- 
ences to the most recently published information respecting 
the Trochilidæ, they give evidence to M. Mulsant’s industry. 
The author’s system of minute generic subdivisions is still 
further carried out, and we notice several new generic names | 
for sections of the microscopic genera into which the Hum- 
ming-birds have already been divided. The characters upon 
which these would-be genera rest prove, upon examination, 
to be drawn solely from style of coloration, and are, in our 
opinion, little more than of specific value in a wide sense. We 
notice that M. Mulsant maintains the old position assigned to 
the so-called Anthocephala castanewentris (üi. p. 123), having 
apparently overlooked the remarks in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the 
Zoological Society of London (1870, p. 206), where this sup- 
posed species was almost conclusively proved to be the female 
of either Oreopyra leucaspis or O. calolema—an opinion the 
correctness of which all subsequent experience has tended to 
confirm. The plates accompanying these parts include figures 
of Metallura jelskii and Heliangelus barali, species which had 
not before been delineated. 
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25. Barboza du Bocage’s Papers on African Ornithology. 

Prof. J. V. Barboza du Bocage has just sent us several of 
his recently published papers on African birds, extracted from 
the ‘ Jornal de Sciencias math., phys. e nat.’ no. xx. 1876. 

The first is the “ Duodecima Lista” of the author’s ‘ Aves 
das Possessées Portuguezas d’Africa occidental,’ and contains 
an account of seventy-three species of birds sent from Humbe 
and other places in Angola by Senhor Jose d?Anchieta, whose 
labours in that portion of Africa have served so largely to 
enrich the Lisbon Museum. No novelties are noticed in this 
collection; but Prof. Bocage recognizes several birds in it not 
before noticed from this part of Africa. Appended to this 
paper is a list of the names of twenty-one species of birds 
contained in a collection from the Quanza, recently sent to 
the Lisbon Museum by Mr. R. B. Sharpe. 

The next paper contains notes on a small collection of An- 
gola birds made by the well-known botanical traveller, Dr. 
Welwitsch. This collection contained examples of only 
twenty determinable species of birds, concerning some of 
which Prof. Bocage has written interesting notes. As all the 
specimens were preserved in alcohol, their determination has 
in some cases proved uncertain. 

In a contmuation of his “ Mélanges Ornithologiques,” 
Prof. Bocage makes some critical remarks on the genus 
Sycobius, with special reference to Mr. Elhot’s paper on 
this genus, published in our last year’s volume (1876, p. 456), 
and takes the opportunity of describing a supposed new species 
of the genus, allied to S. nigerrimus, as S. albinucha. It is 
stated to be from “ West Africa,” and was received from Mr. 
Whitely through Mr. R. B. Sharpe. 


26. Bureau on the Booted Eagle. 

[L'aigle botté, Aquila pennata (Cuvier), d’après des observations re- 
cueillies dans l’ouest de la France. Par L. Bureau. Assoc. francaise pour 
PAv. des Sc., Congrès de Nantes, 1875.] 

We are indebted to Mons. Louis Bureau for a copy of a 
very interesting paper on the Booted Eagle, as observed by 
him in Western France. With the author’s own notes are 

SER. IV.—VOL. I. S 
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incorporated Count Wodzicki’s observations on the same bird 
in Poland, and those of Mons. Alléon made on the Bosphorus. 

The memoir is full of interesting details respecting the 
curious dimorphic condition of the plumage observable in this 
species, the true interpretation of which was long misunder- 
stood. Mons. Bureau’s conclusions on this subject are best 
given in his own words :— 

“ Les miles et les femelles revêtent indifféremment la 
livrée de Pun ou de Pautre type. 

“Tantôt il y a alliance entre sujets d’une même preg 
tantôt croisement des deux races. 

“ De Pune ou Fautre de ces unions naissent habituellement 
des jeunes d’un seul type, plus rarement on trouve dans une 
même nichée des jeunes de Pune ou de Pautre race. 

“Le plumage des deux types se modifie parallèlement avec 
Page ; mais ces changements sont plus accusés dans le type 
ordinaire que dans le type négre. 

“ Les sujets des tous deux, depuis le jeune âge jusqu’à 
VPage adulte, se développent en conservant les caractères de 
leur type.” 

In addition to the discussion of these special points, the 
paper also contains references to most of the works where 
the Booted Eagle is mentioned, its geographical distribution, 
nidification, eggs, descriptions of birds of both sexes and dif- 
ferent ages from young in down to the adult, and habits; so 
that the monograph of the species is a very complete one. 
On one point Mons. Bureau has been led into error by Dr. 
Schlegel, where he gives (p. 8) Australia as coming within 
the range of the species. Aguila morphnoides of Gould, 
though allied to A. pennata, is a distinct species. 


27. Vennor’s ‘Canadian Birds of Prey, 


[Our Birds of Prey, or the Eagles, Hawks, and Owls of Canada. By 
Henry G. Vennor, F.G.S. With 30 Photographic Illustrations by Wm. 
Notman. 4to. Montreal: 1876. ] 

Ornithology has never taken deep root as a scientific study 
in Canada, and, as yet, we have few books treating of its 
birds ; we would gladly, then, say as many good words as possi- 
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ble for this work of Mr. Vennor’s, were we justified in doing so. 
Though the author has apparently had before him the standard 
works on his subject, he has used them to little profit, judg- 
ing from the first page of his book—-where the main divisions 
of the birds of prey are treated of, and these are divided into 
two “suborders,’” those with stout bills which catch their 
prey alive, and those with feeble bills which feed on carrion 
&c., and a few lines lower down into “three great sub- 
families.” The Vulturidz, one of the latter, are said to con- 
tain three genera, of which Cathartes alone reaches Canada ! 
The Old World is evidently omitted from consideration. The 
species treated of probably include all, or nearly all, those 
that are to be found in Canada; and the most valuable part 
of the text consists in the accounts given of the occurrences 
and distribution of each species. Of the photographs which 
illustrate the book, we can only say that they are good pho- 
tographs of wretchedly stuffed specimens, though Mr. Vennor 
appears to be quite satisfied with their any thing but life- 
like attitudes. 


28. Salvadori’s Recent Ornithological Papers. 


[(1) Catalogo di una collezione di Uccelli dell’ Isola di Buru, inviata 
al Museo Civico di Genova dal signor A. A, Bruijn. Ann. Mus, Civ. 
Genoa, vill. p. 867. 

(2) Catalogo degli Uccelli raccolti dai sigg. A. A. Bruijn ed O. Beccari 
durante il viaggio del trasporto da guerra olandese “Surabaia” dal No- 
vembre 1875 al Gennaio 1876. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genoa, viii. p. 395. 

(8) Intorno alla supposta femmina del Dieeum retrocinctum, Gould. 
Ann, Mus. Ciy. Genoa, vili. p. 509. 

(4) Catalogo di una seconda collezione di Uccelli raccolti dal sig. L. M, 
D'Albertis nell’ Isola Yule e sulla vicina costa della Nuova Guinea e di 
una piccola collezione della regione bagnata dal Fiume Fly. Ann. Mus. 
Civ. Genoa, ix. p. 7. 

(5) Intorno a due piccole collezioni di Uccelli, Puna di Petta (Isole 
Sanghir) e laltra di Tifore e di Batang Keteil, inviate dal signor A. A. 
Bruijn al Museo Civico di Genova. Ann, Mus. Civ. Genoa, ix. p. 51.] 


Dr. Salvadori sends separate copies of five more of bis valu- 
able papers on the birds of the Malayan and Papuan Archi- 


pelago, all published during the latter part of 1876. 
s 2 
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The first gives us an account of a collection made in Bouru 
by one of the collectors of Mr. Bruijn, and sent to the Museo 
Civico of Genoa. It contains 180 individuals, referable to 
53 species, some of which are not included in the excellent 
memoir of Mr. Wallace on the birds of that island (P. Z. 5. 
1863, p. 18). Aprosmictus buruensis is described as new. 

The second contains a list, of the birds collected by Mr. 
Bruijn and Dr. Beccari during their voyage in the Dutch 
warship ‘Surabaia’ along the north coast of New Guinea*. 
Forty-nine species were represented in the collection, by about 
100 individuals. Nasiterna beccarii is described as new, but 
based on a single female only. The Goura of Humboldt Bay, 
is hypothetically named G. beccarii; but only a crest was ob- 
tained, which most resembles that of GŒ. victoria ! 

In a third short paper Dr. Salvadori shows that the bird 
figured by Mr. Gould in part viii. of the ‘ Birds of Asia’ as 
the female of Diceum retrocinctum, really belongs to another 
species, of which the correct name is D. rubriventer (Less.). 

The subject of our author’s next study is the second col- 
lection made by D’Albertis on Yule Island and on the neigh- 
bouring coast of New Guinea, and a small collection made 
by the same diligent naturalist on the banks of the Fly river. 
In the first series, containing examples of 112 species, 8 
are described as new, namely Chalcopsittacus chloropterus, 
Polophilus nigricans, Dacelo intermedius, Ptilotis albo-notata, 
Pycnonotus stictocephalus, Sphenwacus macrurus, Hupetes ni- 
gricrissus, and Munia caniceps t. 

The Fly-river collection contained only 12 species, of which 
Cyclopsittacus fuscifrons, Cyanalcyon stictolema, and Goura 
sclateri are described as new. 

Dr. Salvadori’s last contribution relates to two more col- 
lections sent by Mr. Bruijn to Genoa, one from Pettà (Sanghir 
group), and the other from Tifore and Batang Keteil, two 
islets lying between Halmahera and Celebes. From Pettà 


* See ‘Cosmos,’ vol. iii. p. 349, for an account of the voyage. 

t Besides these, D’Albertis obtained two new Parrots at Naibui (Cy- 
clopsitta suavissima and Trichoglossus subplacens), which have been de- 
scribed by Sclater, P. Z. S. 1876, p. 519. 
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Pitta ceruleitorques, Diceum sanghirense, Prionochilus san- 
ghirensis, and Calornis sanghirensis are described as new. 
From Tifore and Batang Keteil only six species were obtained, 
which, however, tend to show that these islets belong zoolo- 
gically rather to Halmahera than to Celebes. 


29. Salvadori’s Prodromus of Papuan Ornithology. 


[Prodromus Ornithologiæ Papuasiæ et Moluccarum. Auctore Thoma 
Salvadori. Pars I. Paradiseidæ. Ann. Mus. Civ. di St. Nat. di Genova, 
vol ix. p: 188. Pars II. Columbæ, ibid. p. 194.] 

As a prelude to his grand work on the birds of the Papuan 
subregion, which is to be based on the extensive collections 
of Beccari, D’Albertis, and Bruijn, Dr. Salvadori has com- 
menced a series of lists of the species of the principal groups 
of this avifauna, with an account of their distribution, of 
which these two papers are the first. 

Of the Paradiseide, Dr. Salvadori enumerates 31 species, 
of Pigeons 90, as belonging to the Papuan subregion. Of 
the last-named group three are described as new in the pre- 
sent paper, namely Ptilopus zonurus, from the Aroo Islands, 
Macropygia keiensis, from the Key Islands, and M. griseinucha, 
from Jobi and Mysore. Gouri beccarii is established provi- 
sionally upon the crest of a bird of this genus, obtained by 
Beccari at Humboldt Bay. 


XXI.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


The following letters, addressed “ To the Editors of ‘ The 
Ibis,’ ”? have been received :— . 


Sirs,—In my recently published account of the zoology of 
Persia* (‘ Eastern Persia,’ vol. i. p. 128), I classed Caprimulgus 
unwini, Hume, as a synonym of C. mahrattensis, Sykes. My 
reason for so doing was that Mr. Hume described C. unwini 
(Ibis, 1871, p.406) as distinguished from all other Indian Goat- 
suckers by the following leading characteristics :—The upper 


* The whole zoological portion of this work was in print before the 
end of 1874; hence the omission of all notices of subsequent publications. 


